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Trompe l’oeil (“tromp loy”) is a French word that means “trick the eye.” Basically, a two-dimensional work is drawn with such realism in color tones and cast shadows that it fools the eye into seeing the objects in 3-D. Extreme precision and observation of detail is necessary to successfully create this visual illusion.

They tricked the eye because they...


-used a wide range of values from very dark 
to stark white.


-include shadows for the objects they have 
drawn.


-include great precision and detail. 
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William Michael Harnett 

American, born Ireland, 1848-1892
The Old Violin, 1887

Color lithograph on paper 880 x 585 mm
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Edward Collier (1670-1710)

Netherlands/Britain

Letter Rack

Oil Painting on canvas, 1968

William Michael Hartnett

For Sunday's Dinner, 1888

Oil on canvas 94.3 x 53.6 cm (37 1/8 x 21 1/8 in.) Signed, lower left: "Harnett/1888"  Wilson L. Mead Fund, 1958.296
