Figures throughout Art History
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Survival Man-
The Figure of Necessity
Art Period: Paleolithic Age 

Where: Western Europe 

When: 20,000 BC-10,000BC
Paleolithic man thought, What could not be experienced could not be depicted. The figures he painted were the most important thing to him- Animals. Necessary to survive, which was the main focus of their days. Human figures were not depicted because in this age, people didn't care about the individual, that cared about the tribe. It was a non-individuated tribal culture. 
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Ancestral Man-

The Figure of Magic

Art Period: Neolithic Age, 

Where: Europe, Africa, Asia, and the Americas 

When: 10,00BC-4000BC
This man hopes to exercise control over life and death in difficult and disparate conditions of life. These figures represent spirits of powerful ancestors, forces of nature, and an overall magical entity. 

These figures are:

-symbols rather than images of real people. 

-depicted abstractly, rigid, and mostly symmetrical. 

-decorated to communicate greater magical powers. 

-Because of the unpredictability of nature, these forms often show severity, fear, or terror. 

-They are usually humorless but when they do show humor it is in a cruel manner. 
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Eternal Man-

The Figure of Immortality

Art Period: Bronze Age, 

Where: Europe, Middle East, Asia, Americas, Egypt, Eastern India, China. 

When: 3500BC-1100AD
Life is beginning to become a little more stable with the rise of more complex societies. This is due to the discovery of seeds, the domestication and herding of animals, knowledge of the seasons and development of a calendar to regulate farming and fertility, and finally the ability to work metals into tools and artifacts for work, war, building, and worship. 

These figures are:

-positioned in closed places and their half frontal view to demonstrate that they were meant to be seen from one view only. 

-symmetrical

-include symbols of plants and crops

-fertility of animals

-power and capability in war.
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Ideal Man

The Figure of Perfection

Art Period: Age of Idealism, 

Where: South Eastern Europe (Greek and Roman Civilizations)

When: 900BC-AD450
The individual is gaining importance in the socially and culturally advance Greek and Roman Civilizations. Because the Greeks and Romans were located close to three continents, they became a hub of trading, power, and migrating people. Rational observations of nature grew . Religion changed from the worship of nature gods to worship the virtues and goodness of nature in gods.They valued the ideal, mathematical order and perfection of the universal world and their personal world. 

These figures:

-wanted to depict men and women as perfect, living gods.

- show ideal mathematical proportions

- Because they are human gods, they are shown with personalized human forms.

-Surface form is correct, refined, or sensual

-show heroic attributes rather than average/ athletic
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Moral Man

The Figure of Piety (the quality of being religious or reverent)
Art Period: The Middle Ages,

Where: Europe

When: AD500-AD1400
After the fall of Rome, Europe was in a state of chaos, anarchy and decay. Medieval culture took it's place. They focused on creating Urban Centers of trade, and revived learning in the church. Christian doctrine brought cohesion in languages, thought and culture in the West. Christian beliefs state that phenomena of nature are the works of the divine and that man is a reflection of God. Man must choose between good and evil. 

-The figure in this period shows extremes of fear, terror, spiritual torment and religious ecstasy, or expressionless austerity. 

-Figures sizes and positions are shown in relation to their religious importance.

Universal Man

The Figure of Passion
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Art Period: Age of Humanism, Renaissance Era

Where: Europe

When: 1400-1600

Christian Belief worked to regain the cultural heritage of Greece and Rome after the dark period. An idea that developed was the belief that faith and science could exist together for the betterment of mankind. The objective of the renaissance was to increase awareness of natural processes and shine a light on these things as works of God. The focus on Nature brought on the Scientific age. Scientific concepts then were developed that challenged religious and secular conservatism. Science grew as well as invention, exploration, productivity, nationalism, and new wealth. 

In this Age man was 

-a monumental form

- a figure of grandeur

- a figure of hope

- a figure demonstrating the longings, strivings, and passions of the universal mankind.

From Drawing Dynamic Hands by Burne Hogarth

